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CANADA DONATES BOOKS, GIVES
FELLOWSHIPS TO UM
MISSOULA-Canadians want U.S. citizens to know more about Canada, and the Canadian
government wants to promote its country enough to pay for some of the educating
process in U.S. colleges.
In recent years, the University of Montana has received hundreds of books
and teaching materials free for the asking from the Canadian government's
University Book Donation Programme.

Also three UM faculty members have had their

research paid for by the Canadian government through the Canadian Studies Faculty
Enrichment Programme.
Both of these programs aim toward the development and support of university
courses about Canadian topics.
In response, faculty in the UM College of Arts and Sciences have been able
to offer full or partial courses in Canadian government, history, geography and
literature and in French-Canadian culture, literature and linguistics.
Although not yet a formal academic program, according to Dr. Maureen C.
Curnow, associate dean of the UM college, the University is organizing a Canadian
Studies program to give its students broader and more solid curricula to follow.
Curnow said the intent is to offer an academic minor in Canadian Studies at
UM which would draw on courses from several academic disciplines.
During a recent visit to UM, Canadian Consul Helen Groh, headquartered in
Seattle, and Dr. Norman London, Canadian-American academic relations officer in
Washington, D.C., met with UM administrators and faculty to discuss UM's Canadian
Studies program.
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Canada donates books--add one

Groh said the Canadian government's interest in promoting Canada is not
selfish or one-sided.

For example, she explained that the Americans who are

educated to some degree about Canada would be in better positions than those
without such a background to get jobs with Canadian businesses and government
agencies.
Groh said she and her colleagues were pleased with the interest she found
in UM faculty and students to increase their teaching and study of Canadian
topics.
She added that she hoped the core group of UM faculty teaching in Canadian
studies at UM would grow even more in both courses and student enrollments.
London helps administer the faculty enrichment program which aids college
faculty members to research Canadian topics and develop courses in their schools.
The program provides fellowships with stipends of up to $1,500 per month
for six months.

Recipients are expected to conduct some of their research in

Canada.
A proposal for a fellowship must include a commitment from the college
involved that a course with a Canadian orientation must be developed and taught
at least three times in the following six years by the faculty member.
The Canadian government does not design the research project or subsequent
courses, London said, but it expects the applicants to plan and execute their
own projects.
London urged more UM faculty to apply for the fellowships.

The three UM

faculty members who already have received grants in the program are Dr. Jesse
Bier, professor of English; Dr. Robert Dozier, professor of history; and Dr. Thomas
Payne, professor of political science.
Curnow said the UM courses in Canadian studies benefit students who major
in many areas, like business, economics, energy and environmental emphases,
forestry, history, languages and others.
(more)
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She noted that after faculty members use the books received in the
donation program, the publications are made available to students and the
public in the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library at UM.

